
Whose Water are You? at the Skövde Art Museum 
Sweden. Image: Johan Fransson, courtesy of the 
artist



Jeanette Schäring grew up on the west coast of Sweden, 
surrounded by water, lakes, rivers, the deep forest and a biodiversity 
of species. She traveled extensively, but returned to Sweden 
to study health and human biology, turning to traditional art 
sculpture and painting. She has a BFA and MFA from the University 
of Gothenburg. During her studies, Schäring made field studies 
in remote indigenous villages in Asia sponsored by the Swedish 
Institute for Development Abroad. 

She has studied and researched natural dye – colour from plants 
and its possible application - for over 20 years. She works with 
complex biological colour processes and water, and teaches the 
subject in a broad sustainable perspective. Schäring is the co-author 
of essays, and actively participates in global conferences in various 
transdisciplinary fields and collaborates with scientists and people 
in all disciplines. She has exhibited internationally, holds workshops, 
social and place related art projects and lectures all around the 
world. Her work is for all ages, about learning and sharing in the 
field of reconnecting with nature. She has received many awards, 
and grants from the Swedish Arts Grants Foundation. 

Schäring works with artistic research with colour from plants, 
water, matter and light and its deep connections with us humans 
perception, life, wisdom, health and nature. She is interested in 
how we use our senses and sensuality to understand complexity, 
materiality and spirituality in our world, and uses an ethical and 
ecological, philosophical approach to nature and colour as an 
indicator of our sensitive ecosystem. 

Transdisciplinary partners include Professor Jonas Bergquist 
analytical neurochemistry Uppsala Univ.(led to innovations), 
Professor Anders Hagfeldt physical chemistry, Ångstörms Laboratory, 
National Heritage Board and Department of Conversation, Navet 
Science Centre and Textile Museum Sweden. 

261

#59



In 2009, she initiated and invited NZ artists to Sweden for an 
exhibition, funded by Creative New Zealand. 

She has taught at Massey University, Wellington and the University 
of Gothenburg in Sweden. Recently, the artist completed a number 
of artist in residence/internships including Srishti Art, Design and 
Technology, Bangalore, and at Visva Bharati – Santiniketan Kolkata. 
After this, she spent three months in Madagascar in her self-created 
Residency and participated in the conference Plants, Ecology and 
Colour in Antananarivo. In between she travelled to Kenya, Kisumu 
for a social design and research project “’Beyond the Basket” invited 
by Mistra Urban Future.

Schäring has researched craft, art and science with the theme of 
water at Navet Science Center in Borås and has collaborated with 
professors in natural science at Uppsala University for many years.

Whose Water Are You? has been previously shown in Sweden and 
Finland, with the most recent installation being commissioned by 
the Swedish Ministry for the Environment

In 2017, Schäring published her book “Matter in Motion and the 
Mysticism of Nature´s Colour” which includes her own writings as 
well as essays from seven different authors from seven different 
disciplines, from four different continents. With the book, she aims 
to open up new thinking around a contemporary art practice around 
colour and nature, art and science and eco-philosophy. The book is 
available for purchase at Tauranga Art Gallery. 

The artist lives with her family in Mount Maunganui. She will return 
to Sweden this winter for two large solo exhibitions that also include 
communities and social involvements.

www.jeanettescharing.net 
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Claudette & Philip 
Tap water Aongatete

Claudette & Philip 
Tap water Aongatete

Harrison Read 
Swimming pool

Harrison Read
Tap Water - Pyes Pa

Harrison Read 
Memorial Park Estuary

Jeanette Schäring
Waitao Stream Welcome Bay

Pacha Juana Lema Amaguania 
Spring Water Kaimai Ranges

Mataora Rongoā Hōtoke 
Kaiate Falls Welcome Bay

Liz Wilson
Fountain Memorial Park

Martine Pierhagen
Tap Water Welcome Bay

Linda Inglis
Water from Ohauiti bore

Gary Ware
Entrance to Tauranga Harbour

Marlene Ware
Bird Bath Otumoetai

Marlene Ware
Water Tank Otumoetai
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Ross McCurran 
Spa Pool Papamoa

Alan Bone 
Waikareao Estuary

Jo Bond and Graham Crow 
Rain Water Tank Maungatapu

Jennifer and Peter Glausiuss 
Solar Heating Water Overflow

Tina Harris-Ririnui
Tap Water Maungatapu
(with cidar vinegar and lemon)

Christine Dawson 
Stone Pond Otumoetai

Jillian Peck 
Morning Shower

Marcus and Molly 
Tye Park Beach

Lindsay Bowles 
Omanu Beach

Michele Sainsbury
Mount Maunganui Main 
Beach

Ella Mae McGowan 
Spring Water Waitao

Peter Anderson 
Harrisons Cut Stormwater 
Discharge

Peter Anderson Omanawa 
Stream
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Lucy Aitken Read
Stream Water Waitawheta 
Karangahake

Lucy Aitken Read 
Tauranga Public Toilets

Jo Wills
Rain Water collected in garden 
Mount Maunganui

Paige Fraser 
Tauranga Harbour  - from the 
Jetty

Bike Barn
Bottled Water left behind 
by customer (origin: Kaimai 
Ranges)

Bruce Clark
Tap Water Bike Barn Mount 
Maunganui

Martha Redman 
Harbourside Central 
Backpackers Tap Water

Rebecca Graham 
Cooled Tap Water from the 
Fridge

Jesus Jovan Medrano 
Water with Black Tea from 
China 25 Years Old

Jo Turner
Seawater at Kulim Park
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Shona Keachie
Back Garden Rain Fall 
Welcome Bay

Mary Rose 
Johnson Reserve

Stef Hendra
Bethlehem College Primary 
Drinking Fountain

Stef Hendra
Bethlehem College Primary 
Swimming Pool

Stef Hendra
Bethlehem College Primary 
Water from Downpipe

Stef Hendra
Bethlehem College Primary 
Puddle Water

Stef Hendra
Bethlehem College Primary 
Water Play Table

Stef Hendra
Bethlehem College Primary 
Conservation Area Pond

Jem Thompson
Tap Water Hamilton

Jude Priest 
Tauranga Harbour 5th Avenue 
Reserve

Lynn Williams
Garden Bird Bath Te Puna
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Norma Hudson
Lily Pond Cliff  Road Tauranga

Norma Hudson 
Rain Water Water feature Cliff 
Road Tauranga

Julie Carnell
Dog Bowl and Hot Water

Hannah Wilson 
Storm Water Drain 
Tauranga South

Claudette Martin
Waste Water Purple Hair 
Shampoo Aognatete

Beau Stuart 
Bath Water Judea

Fiona McWilliam 
Filtered Drinking Water 
Omokoroa

Jo Torr
Waimapu Estuary

Lena Kovac 
Waiotaha Stream 
Welcome Bay

Carol Lobb 
Wairakei Stream Papamoa

Linda Inglis 
Trough Water Paddock Ohauiti

Linda Inglis
Waste Water from Tomato 
Relish making

62

63

64

65

66

67

68

69

70

71

72

Quintessa Davies 
Sea Water Papamoa 
Beach Road

Barbara Hill
Garden Fountain Bethlehem

Barbara Hill 
Tauranga Harbour

Mikaela Jones
TCC Cameron Road Office 
Tap Water

Liz Bryce
Avon River Source 
Christchurch

Liz Bryce
Avon River Central 
Christchurch

Liz Bryce
Christchurch Tap Water before 
Chlorination

Candice Benfell
Drinking Water Brook eld

Candice Benfell Reiki treated 
Water

Sandra Carrod
Tap Water from Bore 
Welcome Bay

Sandra Carrod
Rain Water Welcome Bay
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Katarina Caroll 
Bathtub Tap Gates Pa

Marama Mateparae 
Kaiate Falls Welcome Bay

Marama Mateparae
Storm Water Drain Papamoa

Cindy McQuade 
Awahou Stream Rotorua

Omanu Primary School 
School Swimming Pool

Omanu Primary School 
Bathroom Tap Water

Hella Bauer 
Matua Estuary

James Theodore Coxon 
Storm Drain Omanu Beach

Amy Board
Rain Water from Yurt 
Papamoa Hills

Gulielma Dowrick 
Tap Water Tauranga

Rana Collett 
Shower Wastewater

Hannah Wilson 
Wastewater from Painting 
Tauranga Art Gallery

Bridget Cummins
Water used to remove makeup
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Bridget Cummins
Kitchen Tap Water Tauranga

Fiona Wilcock
Tap Water Rotorua

Melissa McDonald 
Ohakune

Meagan Davis 
Tauranga Estuary

Pillans Point School 
Classes Tui 2 and Tui 4
Waikareao Estuary

Anahhira Ace 
Tokaanu Stream

Anahhira Ace 
Tongariro River

Liz Wilson 
Pool water

Anne Bengtsson
Water from Mount stream

Toni Maree
Bore Water Arataki

Laura Wragg
Tap water Welcome Bay

Laura Wragg 
Fountain

Laura Wragg 
Stream
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120
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Kate Stedds
Off my roof (out of a rain 
barrel) Greerton

Burdenia McDonnell 
Waiorotti Stream

Kate Flanagan
Mount Maunganui 
Intermediate School Pool

Elwin Clark Schäring 
Experiment with Tap Water 
Arataki

Elwin Clark Schäring 
Experiment with Tap Water 
Arataki

Elwin Clark Schäring 
Experiment with Tap Water 
Arataki

Elwin Clark Schäring 
Experiment with Tap Water 
Arataki

Elwin Clark Schäring 
Experiment with Tap Water 
Arataki

Jeanette Schäring 
Wastewater from Natural Dye

Jeanette Schäring 
Rainwater Puddle 
Welcome Bay

Jeanette Schäring
Waitao Stream Welcome Bay
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Jeanette Schäring 
Omanu Beach

Jeanette Schäring 
Tap water

Jeanette Schäring 
Filtered tap water

Jeanette Schäring 
New icebreaker jersey soaked 
overnight

Jeanette Schäring
Waste water from natural 
Indigo dye bath

Bruce Clark
Pilot Bay

Jeanette Schäring
Waste water from natural dye

Jeanette Schäring
Mount Hot Pools

Jeanette Schäring
Waste water from swimming 
suit soaked overnight

Jeanette Schäring
Rinsing of natural Indigo 
fermentation vat after dying

Jeanette Schäring
Water infused with lavender
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“I am interested in a softer society, this art work is a communication 
through water and colour from nature to visualise our environment and 
nature; its fragility, the beauty, changeability and spirituality through a 
social-ecological and socially engaging art exhibition” 
						            ~ Jeanette Schäring
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!
WWD2018!Christchurch!Water:!Avon%river)head%to%city.!
!
Purpose:!
This!project!will!contribute!to!Jeanette!Schäring’s!work!in!the!Tauranga!Art!Gallery.!
Whose%water%are%you?%
!
!
Idea:!
1.! To!acknowledge!the!pureness!of!Christchurch’s!drinking!water!under!threat!
from!climate!change!and!human!contamination!or!overuse.!

2.! To!celebrate!the!route!of!the!Avon!‘river’!from!its!source!in!the!suburbs!of!
Avonhead!past!well!known!Christchurch!places!to!the!inner!city.!

3.! To!collect!samples!of!water!for!Jeanette!Schärings!exhibition.!
!
Sample'One:'Christchurch'Tap'Water'
!
The!sample!is!collected!from!my!home!kitchen!tap!(in!the!suburbs!of!Avonhead).!It’s!
significance!lies!in!the!fact!that!our!tap!water!is!to!be!temporarily(?)!chlorinated!on!
March!26.!This!is!because!of!a!worry!of!contamination.!!
About!18months!ago!there!was!concern!that!our!water!sources!which!are!from!
aquifers!beneath!the!huge!river!plain!that!is!Canterbury,!were!being!contaminated.!
Possible!causes!were!that!the!drain!on!them!from!domestic,!industrial!and!
agricultural!use!had!lowered!the!aquifer!thus!causing!the!access!point!to!become!
spoilt.!Many!wells!were!drilled!deeper!but!there!is!caution!around!temporary!
contamination!of!the!access!point.!
One!of!the!high!points!of!living!in!Christchurch!is!the!pure!(delicious!)!tap!water.!!
The!proliferation!of!underground!waterways!throughout!the!city!make!for!lush!
gardens!and!many!well!kept!parks!and!recreation!!areas.!
!
Sample'Two:'Water'from'the'spring'source'of'the'Avon'River.'
Avonhead!School!is!close!to!the!source!of!the!Avon!W!and!backs!onto!Ferrier!Park!W!
one!of!the!many!small!parks!which!is!well!used!by!the!school!and!community.!Just!
through!the!park!is!the!end!of!a!street!where!you!can!hear!and!see!the!Avon!source,!
a!spring!which!is!fed!by!other!small!streams!from!further!up!Avonhead.!The!private!
property!which!hosts!the!Avon!source!has!a!stunning!well!kept!garden!setting!
making!good!use!of!the!spring!and!keeping!the!location!attractive.!!
The!sample!was!obtained!by!kind!permission!of!the!property!owner!under!close!
canine!vigilance!!
The!owner!mentioned!that!last!summer!the!spring!dried!up!for!a!while!W!she!reported!
it!to!the!council!as!she!was!concerned!about!the!eels!which!live!in!the!spring!pond.!
They!said!they!did!not!know!what!could!be!happening!but!the!spring!resumined!
flowing!a!few!days!later.!!
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